Dillard University Transitioning to Sustainability Mini-Grant Program

Request for Proposals

The overarching goal of this grant program is to assist Dillard University in becoming a more environmentally sustainable campus and a leader in the community on “green” initiatives. This program is made possible through the Brown-Dillard Partnership, the Clinton Global Initiative University (CGI U) and the Wal-Mart Foundation. 

DEADLINE DATES
Proposals due: October 26, 2009

Program Description

Dillard’s Sustainability Program solicits grant proposals from Dillard students, faculty, and staff members seeking funding to advance teaching, research, university programs and community based programs in the area of climate change, conservation, and environmental sustainability. 

The grants will be administered through Dillard’s Sustainability Program in collaboration with faculty and staff members from Brown University. 

Program Objectives

This program is designed to stimulate and support students, faculty and staff as they engage in novel course work, research, university programs and community outreach programs. This mini-grant program provides funding for the following: research studies; curriculum development – developing new courses or integrating topics related to climate change, global warming, conservation, sustainability etc. into existing course content; and community partnerships - engaging non-university groups in practices related to environmental preservation and the sustainability of the greater New Orleans area. All of these efforts will enhance Dillard’s Strategic Pillar X which encourages development and promulgates practices relative to the greening of its campus and the promotion of environmental sustainability.

Reviewers from Dillard and Brown Universities will evaluate the merit of each proposal based on the investigator’s ability to enhance the efforts of Dillard University as it moves towards becoming a sustainable campus.

Funding Considerations

The total funding for the mini-grant program is $31,500. Three grants for $3,500 each will be awarded for curriculum development, three grants for $3,500 each will be awarded for teaching and research, three grants for $3,500 will be awarded for community-based projects.

Award dollars may be used to support students, travel, and the purchase of scientific

equipment and supplies. Funds will be made available by contract from the Office of the Provost to the Principal Investigator (PI).  The contract duration is six months with an expected start date of November 16, 2009 and ending on May 14, 2010.

Eligibility
Dillard University students, faculty and staff members are eligible to apply for grant funds, and teams are encouraged. Projects submitted by individuals may be paired with others if there are multiple submissions with the same or similar idea. Student proposals must have a faculty or staff advisor. Community partner team members are required if the project idea is community based. 
Timetable

All proposals must be submitted electronically to Dillard’s Sustainability Program at sustainability@dillard.edu on or before the announced deadline.

The deadline for receipt of proposals is 5:00 p.m. October 26, 2009. Proposals must be submitted electronically; hard copies will not be accepted. Failure to meet this deadline will invalidate the submission.

A confirmation email and proposal number will be sent to the PI when your application is received. If the PI does not receive a confirmation email within 24 hours, the proposal was not received. Please contact Carmelita Foster or Maime Butler at 816-4483, or contact either by email at csf706@yahoo.com  or maime_butler8108@yahoo.com.

Any questions concerning grant proposals should be directed in writing to Dr. Lana Chambliss, lchambliss@dillard.edu no later then October 21, 2009.
Reporting

Successful applicants will be required to submit a final report due at the completion of

the contract term, May 14, 2010. Failure of a PI to comply with these requirements will result in
the forfeiture of future university grant awards as the PI’s name will be forwarded to the Offices of the Provost and President.

Proposal Submission and Format Requirements

The following proposal requirements must be followed closely. Proposals that do not adhere to these guidelines will not be considered.

Documents to be Submitted

I.  Cover Page

     List the title of project, names of PI and any collaborators.  

II. Project Description

     The project description should not exceed two (2) pages. It should include the following:

     Describe the significance of the project relative to climate change and/or sustainability;

  Provide a statement of work which can include any of the following: list the major research tasks to be 
  carried out, or course development/modifications, or university/community projects; 

  List a timeline for accomplishing the tasks and note the expected outcomes;

  Specify a clear way to assess the outcome(s) of your project; 

  Describe how the impact of your project will be sustained beyond the term of this grant.

III. Budget and Budget Justification  

      Summarize the budget covering the award period, and provide a budget justification or    

      explanation. Do not exceed one page. 

IV. Biographical Sketches 

      Biographical sketches are required of the PI and any collaborators, include no more than one

      paragraph per individual. Do not exceed two pages.

The following evaluation form will be used to assess the merits of each grant proposal: 

Dillard University Sustainability Mini-Grant Program

Proposal Evaluation Form

Principal Investigator: ________________________Community Organization:_____________________

Instructions: Please read the proposal and all accompanying information carefully, and then score the proposal using the following criteria and point allowances:

Criteria Points awarded

1. Does the proposed research project/curriculum development project/university program/ community based program appear to be technically and/or scientifically sound? In particular, does the proposed project significantly promote research or teaching or program development in any of the following areas: climate change, global warming, conservation, recycling, sustainability or environmental preservation? 

(50 points)  ________

2. Does the proposed research project/curriculum development project/university program/community program significantly enhance Dillard University’s efforts to become an environmentally sustainable campus and a leader in its community on “green” initiatives? 

(40 points) ________

3. Are the budget, timeline, and infrastructure reasonable to ensure success? 
(10 points) ________

4. Total Score (of a possible 100 points) ________

Please provide constructive comments that can be relayed to the applicant. Use additional pages if necessary. (Your identity will be kept confidential.)

Reviewer’s Signature: _____________________________ Date: _______________________

Printed Name: ____________________________________

By signing this form (or printing your name where indicated and returning this form electronically), you agree to maintain in confidence any information, documentation, and material of any kind (hereafter referred to as “Material”) included in this proposal. You further agree not to divulge, publish, file patent application on, claim ownership of, exploit or make any other use whatsoever of said “Material” without written permission of the principal investigator. You also certify that, to the best of your knowledge, no conflict of interest exists or is created as a result of your review of this proposal.

Send form electronically to sustainability@dillard.edu Thank you!

This evaluation form was adopted from the Louisiana State Board of Regents. 

